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3D Printing 
Laser Cutting 
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Rental of Maker Space

Maker Space Tours
Project Proof-Of-Concept 
Development 
Rapid Prototyping

We are excited to bring to you the highly anticipated second edition of "The 
Innospire - Innovate, Inspire, Impact: The Innospire Way," your gateway to the 
latest happenings at ACity Technology and Entrepreneurship Centre (TEC). This 
edition features a diverse range of stories that embody innovation, inspiration, 
and impactful transformations. From startup programmes to lectures and 
webinars, each article o�ers a glimpse into ACity TEC's thriving ecosystem. 
Join us on this exciting journey as we explore the stories within "Innospire - 
Innovate, Inspire, Impact: The Innospire Way."

As part of our commitment to the 
environment and climate-related concerns,  
the TEC, in partnership with Ga East Municipal 
Assembly, organised a workshop on the 
plastic waste management value chain in 
Ghana. The workshop aimed to empower 30 
women in the Ga East Constituency by 
providing them with valuable knowledge 
about the plastic waste management sector. 
Currently, over 60% of the people working in 
the sector are women, often earning very little 
as waste pickers or working on landfills in 
major cities. The workshop brought together 
various stakeholders, including women from 
the Ga East Assembly, market women, 
traditional leaders, representatives from 
religious organizations, women working in the 
traditional waste management sector, 
residents, politicians, students, and teachers. 
The workshop focused on understanding the 
roles of di�erent stakeholders, exploring 
existing plastic waste innovations in Ghana, 
highlighting economic empowerment 
opportunities for women and youth in the 
sector, and discussing the dynamics of 
running a sustainable and profitable plastic 
waste buy-back program within the 
community.

Introduction

We are thrilled to share that ACity 
TEC recently hosted the Delta 
Innovation Camp in collaboration 
with Junior Achievers. The 
one-day programme took place 
at our state-of-the-art facilities 
and brought together 65 
university students from di�erent 
universities in Ghana. The 
students participated in 
workshops on innovation and 
design thinking and were divided 
into teams. They were tasked with 
developing solutions to real 
business challenges faced by 
Delta Air Lines globally. The 
students presented their ideas to 
a panel of judges, and the 
winning ideas were selected 
based on predetermined criteria. 
Throughout the camp, the TEC 
provided the necessary space and 
resources to facilitate the 
students' learning experience. We 
also organised a 3D printing 
workshop to expose the students 
to the exciting possibilities 
available when working on 
projects. The Delta Innovation 
Camp was a remarkable journey 
of innovation, learning, and 
collaboration, providing a 
transformative experience for the 
participating students.

Delta Airlines Innovation Camp

Sustainable Plastic Waste Recovery and 
Buy-Back Workshop on World Environment Day

UK Government Foreign Policy Team Explores 
Innovations and Partnerships at Academic City

The Beyond Reality: Exploring the 
Power of XR webinar, organised 
collaboratively by the Black XR 
Network (BXRN) and the Elite 
Mentoring Programme (EMP), took 
place on April 15, 2023, at ACity. This 
event aimed to delve into the vast 
potential and profound impact of 
extended reality (XR) technologies.

A lineup of distinguished speakers, 
including Tara Colling 
Woode-Williams, a lecturer at 
Goldsmiths and founder of BXRN; 
Alex Lambert, Creative Director of 
Happy Finish and co-founder of 
BXRN; and Albright Enyioha, founder 
of Sustainable Games, shared their 
unique perspectives and expertise on 
various aspects of the XR industry.

Beyond Reality went beyond mere 
discussions, o�ering interactive and 

educational activities to enhance 
attendees' understanding of XR 
technologies. Hands-on 
demonstrations provided participants 
with immersive experiences, allowing 
them to explore the transformative 
capabilities of XR firsthand. The event 
catered to a diverse audience 
comprising students, industry 
professionals, and XR enthusiasts.

The collaborative e�orts between BXRN and EMP exemplified the 
significance of inclusivity and diversity within the XR industry. Attendees 
benefited from extensive support, guidance, and ample networking 
opportunities throughout the event, fostering collaboration and the exchange 
of ideas.

Beyond Reality: Exploring the Power of XR successfully showcased the 
immense potential of XR technologies and emphasised the importance of 
embracing these innovations to shape the future of various industries.

Beyond Reality: Unleashing the Power of XR 
Webinar

ARM (E3)NGAGE organized an 
engaging Arduino Day event at the 
TEC, aimed at introducing 
participants to the Arduino 
architecture and providing 
foundational knowledge of 
programming in Arduino. The event 
was moderated by Derrick and 
Hadijah, representing ARM 
(E3)NGAGE.

The event focused on familiarising 
participants with Arduino 
architecture and basic 
programming concepts. Utilising 
the popular Arduino Uno 
microcontroller board, participants 
engaged in hands-on activities 
guided by Robotics club executives 
and Arm coordinators from the 
school. These activities included 
tasks like LED control, blinking LED 
at various intervals, and visualizing 
voltage output from a 
potentiometer. By actively 
participating in these exercises, 
participants gained a solid 
understanding of fundamental 
programming principles and the 
seamless integration of hardware 
and software in the Arduino 
ecosystem.

To ensure a smooth learning 
experience, the event organisers 
established dedicated support 
systems. The Robotics Club 
executives and Arm coordinators 
played a crucial role in assisting 
participants, addressing challenges, 
and providing guidance whenever 
needed. Their expertise and 
willingness to help fostered a 
collaborative and inclusive learning 
environment, empowering 
participants to make progress and 
build confidence in their Arduino 
skills.

The Arduino Day event garnered 
widespread acclaim as a resounding 
success. Participants had the 
opportunity to immerse themselves 
in the world of Arduino, acquiring 
essential knowledge about its 
architecture and basic programming 
concepts. The hands-on activities, 
coupled with the guidance and 
support from experienced 
individuals, created an engaging and 
informative experience for all 
attendees. The event ignited 
enthusiasm and curiosity among 
participants, setting the stage for 
further exploration and innovation in 
the exciting realm of Arduino and 
related technologies.

We are thrilled to announce the 
launch of the ACity Big Idea 
Challenge, an exciting 
opportunity for creative minds 
within the student community. 
We are seeking groundbreaking 
ideas that have the potential to 
make a real di�erence in the 
world.

The ACity Big Idea Challenge 
empowers you to transform 
your ideas into tangible actions 
that create an impact. As a 
participant, you will gain access 
to a network of expert mentors, 
cutting-edge resources, and a 
supportive community 
dedicated to helping you bring 
your ideas to life.

We believe that innovation 
knows no boundaries, and thus 
the challenge is open to all 
students, regardless of their 

The Technology and Entrepreneurship Center (TEC) had the privilege of 
attending the Green Economy Innovation Session organised by the Ghana 
Climate Innovation Centre (GCIC) in partnership with the International 
Development Innovation Alliance (IDIA) on May 12, 2023. This event aimed to 
address issues surrounding the climate and enterprise ecosystem in Ghana.

IDIA, a collaborative platform uniting innovation teams, labs, and 
departments from renowned development agencies worldwide, seeks to 
drive innovations across various sectors, fostering lasting and meaningful 
change towards a sustainable future.

During the session, the focus was on exploring the current landscape of 
climate (green economy) innovation in Ghana. National ecosystem insights 
were combined with the experiences of two climate entrepreneurs from 
Ghana, Valerie Larbi of Mana Mobility and Kobina Nyanteh of Translight Solar 
& Transvolt Ghana Ltd, an alumni of the GCIC Incubator.

Valerie shared insights into her company's work in designing and building 
electric bikes and cars in Ghana, catering to the demand for low-cost and 
sustainable transportation solutions. She emphasised the importance of 
engineering programmes in universities, particularly highlighting the value of 
SolidWorks programme training. Valerie commended Academic City 
University as the only university currently o�ering SolidWorks training to 
engineers. SolidWorks is a software used in the development of mechatronics 
systems, covering planning, modeling, prototyping, and project management 
for mechanical, electrical, and software elements.

Kobina Nyanteh of Translight Solar discussed his business's mission to 
accelerate electricity access in Africa through renewable energy solutions. He 
also shared plans for expanding into other African countries and emphasized 
the significance of a robust and e�ective business model.

The session provided valuable insights into the work of these green 
entrepreneurs, highlighting their contributions to the Ghanaian market and 
the importance of sustainable innovation in the country's development.

The Technology and Entrepreneurship Center (TEC) actively participated in 
this event, furthering its commitment to fostering green economy innovation 
and contributing to the sustainable development of Ghana and beyond.

background or field of study. We recognize that great ideas can originate 
from anywhere, and we want to provide everyone with a chance to 
participate and showcase their creativity.

Whether you have a solution for a pressing social issue, a groundbreaking 
technological concept, or a disruptive business model, the ACity Big Idea 
Challenge welcomes your contribution. This is your opportunity to be part of 
a transformative journey and make a lasting impact on the world.

Don't miss out on this extraordinary chance to unleash your creativity, 
collaborate with like-minded individuals, and turn your big ideas into reality. 
Join us in the ACity Big Idea Challenge and let your innovation soar.

Arduino Day at TEC: Unleashing Creativity 
through Arduino Architecture and Programming

ACity Big Idea Challenge: Unleash Your Creativity 
and Make an Impact

Green Economy Innovation Session: Inspiring 
Sustainable Entrepreneurship in Ghana

The purpose of the visit was to explore 
potential partnerships, collaborations, 
and assist the TEC in understanding the 
International Development Innovation 
Alliance (IDIA) program. This visit 
highlighted the UK government's 
recognition of Academic City's 
innovative work and o�ered 
opportunities for mutual growth and 
development.

Academic City University is excited 
about the potential collaboration with 
the UK Foreign, Commonwealth and 
Development O�ce team and their 
shared commitment to driving 
innovation, entrepreneurship, and 
sustainable development.

The UK Foreign, Commonwealth and 
Development O�ce team visited 
Academic City University's 
Connecting Climate Entrepreneurs 
Lab to engage with the Technology 
and Entrepreneurship Team. Led by 
Sarah Pannel, Technology and 
Innovations Policy Adviser, the team 
included Antony Herrmann, Team 
Leader of the Technology and 
Innovation Unit, and Phil Outram, 
Technology and Innovation Advisor.

During their visit, they met with Dr. 
Lucy Agyapong, Vice President, 
Institutional Advancement of 
Academic City University, Prof. 
Enoch Opoku Antwi, Associate Dean 
of the Faculty of Business 
Administration and Communications 
Arts, and the TEC team. The 
discussions focused on the TEC 
strategy, the CCE lab, and various 
ongoing innovations and projects at 
the university.

Collaboration with U.S. Embassy Explores 
STEAM Projects

TEC has been exploring collaboration opportunities with the U.S. Embassy. 
Virginia Elliot, the Public A�airs Counselor, Stephanie Hutchison, the 
Economic Section Chief, and Madam Claudia Howell recently met with 
Makafui Awuku, the Manager of the TEC, to discuss ongoing STEAM projects 
at the university. 

These projects include the ventilator project and Goliath Robotics, a student 
startup being incubated at the university. The teams are exploring the 
possibility of working together on American Corner events. American Corner, 
located in the same community as ACity, provides access to current and 
reliable information about the United States through book collections, 
internet access, and various events and activities for everyone. We are proud 
to be partnering with the U.S. State Department through the CCE lab, which 
aims to create an enabling environment for climate innovations. As part of 
this partnership, we have launched a climate incubation programme in 
collaboration with Telesto Strategy, a Chicago-based organisation focused on 
supporting women. This programme is incubating several green startups in 
Ghana.

We cannot overstate the importance of partnerships and collaborations in 
achieving our shared vision of making a lasting impact on African society 
through sustainable technology development. The TEC owes its existence to 
the unwavering support of the University and its key partners.

Now, we invite you and your organization to join us in ‘carrying the impact 
forward’. The ACity team is eager to work with you to establish a customised 
workshop or initiative, using the TEC infrastructure and University resources 
to make strides towards our shared goals.

Let us not forget that by 2035, Africa will boast the largest workforce on the 
planet, with nearly half of the world's population living on the continent by 
the end of the century. Shockingly, less than 10% of young people pursue 
tertiary education, leaving African workers without the necessary skills and 
entrepreneurial spirit to thrive in the 21st century and beyond. Time is of the 
essence, and we must act now.

Don't miss out on this opportunity to make a real di�erence. Contact us at 
tec@acity.edu.gh and let's explore how we can work together to create 
lasting impact and drive sustainable development in the region.

Sponsorship, Support & Impact – Calling All 
Partners!

UPCOMING PROGRAMMES AND EVENTS

April - June 2023Innovate, Inspire, Impact: The Innospire Way

The ACity CCE launched the Telesto Climate Tech Accelerator in 
collaboration with Telesto Strategy, the US State Department O�ce of 
Global Partnerships and Coalition for Climate Entrepreneurship (CCE), and 
the Aspen Network for Development Entrepreneurs (ANDE). This 
pioneering programme is dedicated to supporting early-stage, 
climate-focused startups in Ghana, fostering a pipeline of innovative 
ventures.

The Telesto Climate Tech Accelerator aims to identify and nurture a diverse 
cohort of Ghanaian tech startups delivering climate-centred solutions 
across various industries. Early-stage startups at the pre-seed or seed level 
are encouraged to apply for the accelerator, which o�ers tailored support, 
world-class coaching, and access to a powerful network of ecosystem 
leaders.

Selected startups will benefit from a 12-week programme consisting of 
training, coaching, and mentoring, along with a curated curriculum of 
industry-standard content and resources. The program will culminate in an 
industry showcase, providing startups with an opportunity to pitch their 
ideas and gain valuable feedback from judges and coaches. We will share 
more updates from the accelerator programme in future newsletters, so 
please stay tuned.

Telesto Strategy Accelerator Program: Fueling 
Climate Solutions and Startup Growth in Ghana

Patent Lecture: Exploring Innovation and 
Intellectual Property Protection

1900s. He emphasised the significance of involving patent professionals and 
provided comprehensive insights on various aspects of patents, including 
their definition, the protection they o�er to owners, the essential components 
of patent applications, e�ective strategies for writing patent applications, and 
the role of the Patent Cooperation Treaty (PCT).

Additionally, Koren shed light on the cost considerations associated with 
patent applications and o�ered valuable guidance on conducting prior patent 
searches to ensure innovation is not already protected. The diverse audience 
present for the session included business owners, innovators, individuals, and 
organisational leaders, making it a dynamic gathering of like-minded 
individuals passionate about leveraging patents for business growth and the 
protection of intellectual property rights.

By sharing his extensive knowledge and experience, Koren inspired attendees 
to explore the world of patents, fostering an environment where innovation 
and intellectual property protection thrive.

Makelab network 
community member, Doron 
Koren, a renowned serial 
high-tech entrepreneur with 
a substantial track record of 
registering numerous 
patents and receiving 
international awards for 
innovation, delivered an 
insightful lecture on patents 
on April 17, 2023. This 
engaging session attracted 
participants both online and 
in person from the maker 
community in Ghana, Abuja, 
and Israel.

During the lecture, Koren 
delved into captivating 
patent cases from around 
the world, some of which 
traced back to the early 

MakeLab Holds An Introduction To Fusion 360 
Course

The Technology and Entrepreneurship center partner Makelab holds an 
in-person/virtual workshop on Fusion 360 delving into the exciting realm of 
innovation and technology. Led by Makelab, a renowned authority in 
CAM/CAD software, this workshop presented a valuable opportunity for 
participants to acquaint themselves with the favored CAM/CAD software of 
makers, immerse themselves in 3D design, and cultivate essential skills in 
operating CNC milling machines and crafting laser-cut designs. The 
workshop warmly welcomed both the Fusion 360 worldwide community and 
the vibrant MakeLab Network international community. Under the guidance 
of Nimrod Segev, an enthusiastic physics teacher and maker, participants 
engaged in a stimulating and creative learning environment. This workshop 
catered ideally to inventors, entrepreneurs, designers, engineers, and anyone 
with a curiosity for 3D printing. By partnering with the Academic City 
Technology and Entrepreneurship Center, MakeLab equips individuals with 
invaluable resources and expert guidance, empowering them to unleash their 
creativity and foster technological innovation. 

Baby Monitoring Sensor

Ensuring the safety of babies is a top priority for parents and caretakers. That 
is why our students have proposed a project to address the risk of babies 
falling from a bed while sleeping or playing. The project utilizes passive 
infrared sensors (PIR sensors) to detect when a baby is about to fall from the 
bed and trigger an alarm to alert the caretaker. By using a combination of the 
PIR sensor and the ESP8266 WEMOS microcontroller, the monitoring system 
sends notifications to a mobile phone, providing real-time updates on the 
baby's presence on the bed.

Enhancing Home Security with a Car Detecting 
Notification System Using Microphone Sensors

Homeowners often worry about the safety and security of their homes. To 
address this concern, our students have proposed a solution that utilizes 
microphone sensors to detect the presence of cars in close proximity to 
homes. By placing the sensor in a strategic location, it can detect the sound 
of approaching cars and send notifications to individuals inside the home. 
This car-detecting notification system provides homeowners with an added 
layer of security and peace of mind.

Telesto Accelerator Pitch Competition
11th - 15th September, 20231

Young African Leaders Initiative (YALI) West African 
Leadership Center Climate Tech Innovation Program
16th - 27th October, 2023
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