
The Innospire

Welcome to the Q3 2024 edition of "The Innospire - Innovate, Inspire, Impact: The 
Innospire Way," the ACity TEC Newsletter. As we enter the third quarter of the 
year, we are thrilled to share the latest updates, exciting projects, and noteworthy 
achievements from the Academic City - Technology and Entrepreneurship Centre 
(ACity TEC).

This quarter has been a time of growth and momentum, with new collaborations, 
inspiring workshops, and student-driven initiatives taking center stage. From 
impactful community outreach to cutting-edge innovations, ACity TEC continues 
to push boundaries and create opportunities for learning, growth, and 
transformation.

In this edition, you'll discover the ways we’re shaping the future of technology and 
entrepreneurship, empowering students, and fostering a spirit of creativity and 
innovation. We are excited for what lies ahead as we continue to embody "The 
Innospire Way."

We are proud to acknowledge the invaluable support and strategic guidance pro-
vided by our esteemed partners. With their collaborative spirit and shared vision, 
we have achieved significant milestones and continue to drive innovation forward. 
Our partners include:

Together, we are shaping a brighter tomorrow, where innovation thrives and 
transformative ideas come to life. Join us in celebrating these collaborative e�orts 
as we embark on a journey of innovation, inspiration, and impact.

The Sustain City initiative at Academic City 
University is making significant progress, 
with three new machines—a plastic 
shredder, filament maker, and injection 
molding machine—now fully operational. 
Developed through a summer collaboration 
with students and faculty from the 
University of Dayton (Ohio) and Millersville 
University (Pennsylvania), these machines 
are transforming plastic waste into raw 
materials for creating sustainable products.

Since 2021, Sustain City has recovered over 
10 tons of plastic waste on campus, saving 
the university close to GHS 10,000 in waste 
collection fees. With the addition of these 
recycling technologies, the team can now 
convert waste into valuable materials for 
3D printing and other production 
processes, opening up new possibilities for 
innovation in areas like education, health, 
and energy.

A key highlight is the planned launch of 
these machines in the coming months.

This project is part of the Coalition for 
Climate Entrepreneurs (CCE) lab under the 
Technology and Entrepreneurship Center 
(TEC) at Academic City, one of eight labs 
established globally by the U.S. State 
Department in 2023. The TEC, which has 
also partnered with the Young African 
Leaders Initiative (YALI) for a Climate Tech 
Leaders Program, continues to play a 
pivotal role in driving climate-focused 
innovation and entrepreneurship.

Stay tuned for the o�cial launch and more 
updates from Sustain City!

The Technology and Entrepreneurship 
Center (TEC) at Academic City University 
College recently hosted a visit from the 
Black Alumni of the Massachusetts Institute 
of Technology (BAMIT). The visit provided 
an opportunity to showcase the Sustain City 
2.0 project, a recycling initiative designed to 
address plastic waste in Ghana.

During the presentation, TEC highlighted 
how the project is creating sustainable 
models to keep plastic waste out of the 
environment. The project focuses on 
converting plastic waste into raw materials 
that can be reused to produce new 
products. One notable application is the 
creation of robotic kits, which are being 
used to support STEAM (Science, 
Technology, Engineering, Arts, and 
Mathematics) education in rural 
communities.

The BAMIT delegation expressed strong 
interest in the Sustain City 2.0 project and 
the innovations being developed. Their visit 
underscored the importance of global 
collaboration in advancing sustainable 
initiatives and reinforced TEC's commitment 
to fostering innovation and education in 
Ghana.

Academic City University College, in 
partnership with United Way Ghana, recently 
hosted a Training of Trainers (TOT) program 
as part of the Green4Clean initiative. The 
program aimed to equip teachers with the 
skills to educate students about solar energy, 
promoting sustainability and reducing fossil 
fuel use.

Over three days, educators from La Enobal 
Basic School and Presbyterian Basic School 
received both theoretical and practical 
training on solar energy. Led by Dauda 
Mustafa and ACity students Mighty Ametsikor 
and Linda Essilfie, the sessions covered solar 
basics, its global and local significance, and 
solar projects in Ghana.

Participants learned about photovoltaic 
technology, practiced using solar tools and 
components, and even installed a small-scale 
solar system and solar lamps.

The teachers were eager to share their new 
knowledge with students. This training is part 
of Green4Clean’s e�orts to bring renewable 
energy education into schools and raise 
environmental awareness.

On June 26, 2024, the Technology and Entrepreneurship Center at Academic City 
University hosted a STEAM-focused educational tour for Summer Discovery 
School, engaging around 60 students aged 6 to 12. The session introduced these 
young learners to 3D printing and laser cutting through interactive projects.

Students learned the basics of these technologies and their real-world applications. 
They then applied their knowledge by building projects: younger students created 
a simple robotic arm from cardboard, while older students assembled a robot de-
signed to produce bubbles.

This session e�ectively combined theoretical learning with hands-on experience, 
sparking interest in engineering and technology while aligning with the STEAM 
approach.

Academic City University College’s Technology and 
Entrepreneurship Center (ACity TEC) recently 
partnered with Africa OSH to host the Africa OSH 
Summit 2024, the largest event for Open Science 
Hardware activists in Africa. Held on July 18th and 
19th, the summit brought together experts and 
innovators to focus on making open science 
hardware more accessible and sustainable across 
the continent.

Key discussions included reducing electronic waste, 
promoting circular economy practices, and creating 
hardware that fits local needs. A notable session 
was a workshop led by the TEC Center Manager, 
which covered 10 business models for monetizing 
Open Source Hardware. This workshop highlighted 
that open-source models can be more impactful 
than exclusive ones and that having a great idea 
alone isn’t enough for business success.

The summit also featured idea exchanges, project 
showcases, and discussions on overcoming 
challenges in the open science hardware field. 
Overall, the event successfully provided valuable 
insights and fostered innovation across Africa.

Sara Leikin, Senior Director of National & International 
STEAM Partnerships from the Center of Science and 
Industry (COSI), visited us recently to explore potential 
future collaborations. She was accompanied by ARM 
representative Derrick Soso, while Dr. Lucy Agyepong, 
VP for Institutional Advancement at Academic City, led 
the meeting, providing insights into our institution and 
its mission.

The visit included a tour of our CCE lab, the ARM lab, 
and the Engineering workshop. The tour highlighted 
our facilities and the innovative projects we are 
undertaking. Discussions focused on exploring 
opportunities for collaboration to advance STEAM 
education and develop new initiatives. We are excited 
about the potential for future partnerships with COSI 
and look forward to exploring these opportunities 
further.

University leaders and implementers of the Sierra 
Leone Economic Diversification Project (SLEDP) 
recently visited us to gain insights into e�ective 
incubation and acceleration models. Joined by Dr. 
Lucy Agyepong, Nelly Agyemang-Gyamfi, and 
Prof. Enoch Antwi, the TEC team engaged with 
the SLEDP delegation to share knowledge and 
experiences.

The purpose of the visit was to explore successful 
incubation hubs and business accelerator 
programs in Ghana. The delegation learned about 
our approach to nurturing startups and 
supporting innovation through our 
well-established programs. This exchange aimed 
to provide valuable insights that could help in 
shaping similar initiatives in Sierra Leone.

The meeting highlighted the importance of 
cross-border collaboration and knowledge 
sharing in strengthening economic diversification 
e�orts. We look forward to the positive impact 
this exchange may have on both our institutions 
and the broader entrepreneurial landscape

The Technology and Entrepreneurship 
Center (TEC) recently collaborated with 
Implementers to host a special STEAM 
session for 55 orphans, aged 1 to 18, and 
4 teachers, in celebration of Kafui 
Prebbie’s birthday, CEO of Implementers. 
The event featured hands-on learning 
activities, including upcycling projects, 
robotics workshops, and introductory 
sessions in 3D printing and laser cutting. 
Younger participants enjoyed creative 
coloring activities. The TEC is proud to 
have contributed to this meaningful and 
educational day.

Academic City University College, in 
partnership with UNICEF, hosted the 
inaugural MakersForum at our 
Technology and Entrepreneurship 
Center (TEC). The event brought 
together young innovators from 
across Ghana to explore technology 
trends and showcase their solutions. 
Notable speakers included Dr. Lucy 
Agyepong, Vice President for 
Institutional Advancement, and 
Makafui Awuku, TEC Manager. 
The forum highlighted the impact of 
the UNICEF StartUp Lab in supporting 
SDGs and DPGs and provided a 
platform for collaboration among tech 
leaders and innovators. We thank 
everyone involved for making the 
event a success.

The ACity Robotics Club recently participated in the Engineers League of the 
Ghana Robotics Competition, where the theme focused on Clean Water and 
Sanitation. Competing at the tertiary level, the team took on the challenge of 
modifying the Holey Bot to meet competition standards. They designed a special 
attachment to help the robot separate clean and unclean water and deposit it into 
specific storage areas.

The competition included both manual and autonomous robot sessions. ACity’s 
team performed exceptionally well, reaching the semifinals and winning the 
Controller Conquerors Award for their outstanding control skills.

The TEC hosted an engaging orientation session for the new students, where they 
were introduced to the TEC team and given an overview of the center's o�erings. 
The session highlighted how the TEC can support and enhance their academic 
journey. 

As part of the orientation, the students participated in an upcycling activity, 
creatively repurposing used bottles and other materials to produce art pieces, lip 
balm containers, and more. This hands-on experience not only showcased the 
center's focus on sustainability but also provided a practical introduction to 
innovation and creativity.

The Technology and 
Entrepreneurship Center (TEC) 
recently hosted 20 students, ages 
6-13, along with 4 teachers from 
SparX Learning Xperience. The 
visit featured interactive sessions 
on 3D modeling and printing, 
where students were introduced 
to Tinkercad software, as well as 
activities in upcycling and 
electronics. The group also 
enjoyed a campus tour. Positive 
feedback from the visit 
highlighted the potential for 
future collaborations between 
TEC and SparX Learning 
Xperience.

The TEC was pleased to host a 
team from GIZ as part of their "Go 
Circular: Plastic-Free University 
Initiative." The initiative seeks to 
collaborate with higher academic 
institutions to develop plastic-free 
campuses. During their visit, the 
GIZ team explored the Sustain 
City project and discussed 
potential partnerships with 
Academic City University College. 
This engagement underscored our 
shared commitment to 
sustainability and the exciting 
possibilities for collaboration in 
advancing environmentally 
friendly campus solutions.

We recently partnered with  Startup Discovery school, 
Sahara Impact Ventures, and Autodesk Foundation to 
host  the Climate Champion Competition, where 
visionary Ghanaian startups presented scalable 
solutions to tackle climate change. From cutting-edge 
technologies to eco-friendly strategies, these 
entrepreneurs are driving the shift toward a 
sustainable, green future
With the support of partners Startup Discovery 
school, Sahara Impact Ventures, and Autodesk 
Foundation, we’re fostering an ecosystem where 
talent flourishes and innovation meets impact. 
Selected climate startups will be selected and their 
businesses incubated and supported in various ways 
including the provision of training, technical support, 
funding and business management coaching. 

US State Dept. through the Coalition of Climate Entrepreneurs (CCE) Hub: 
Their commitment to fostering climate entrepreneurship aligns seamlessly with 
our mission to create impactful solutions for a sustainable future.

Arm: Through our partnership, we have established cutting-edge labs and 
initiatives that empower students to explore emerging technologies and drive 
groundbreaking innovations.

Their dedication to promoting creativity and hands-on learning has enriched 
our educational ecosystem, enabling students to translate ideas into tangible 
outcomes.
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We cannot overstate the importance of partnerships and collaborations in 
achieving our shared vision of making a lasting impact on African society through 
sustainable technology development. The TEC owes its existence to the 
unwavering support of the University and its key partners.

Now, we invite you and your organization to join us in ‘carrying the impact 
forward’. The ACity team is eager to work with you to establish a customized 
workshop or initiative, using the TEC infrastructure and University resources to 
make strides towards our shared goals.

Let us not forget that by 2035, Africa will boast the largest workforce on the 
planet, with nearly half of the world’s population living on the continent by the end 
of the century. Shockingly, less than 10% of young people pursue tertiary 
education, leaving African workers without the necessary skills and entrepreneurial 
spirit to thrive in the 21st century and beyond. Time is of the essence, and we must 
act now.

Don't miss out on this opportunity to make a real di�erence. Contact us at 
tec@acity.edu.gh and let's explore how we can work together to create a lasting 
impact and drive sustainable development in the region.
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Trash to Cash Workshop
October 2024

Commissioning of Sustain City
2.0: A 360 degrees plastic waste
recycling project
20-November-2024

Book tour today, reach out for 
partnerships and about using our services.

Services O�ered by the Technology and 
Entrepreneurship Center

+233 59 385 9317

tec@acity.edu.gh

https://tec.acity.edu.gh/

3D Printing 
Laser Cutting
3D & Laser Cutting Design 
Rental of Maker Space

Sponsorship, Support and Impact - Calling all
Partners!

Maker Space Tours

Project Proof-Of-Concept 
Development 
Rapid Prototyping

Industry Research and
Development

Programs and EventsUpcoming


